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NJ1IEH

CAPTIVE

-0n, v NN 9 ogHaXapl U UCTO-
puto! B noen vovan... K Tuy B nne-
Hy y Tuha. M-pga-a. Kpac nsossyuun
BUT 1 ronoea rakasa kKpacumas crana
lithas. Cenom Kak AyHb. Beap copoka
M- HeTt! Bpary He noxenaelb, A bl
cnpawwvsaews "Toyemy cenoin?”

-M-ga-a BoT noTtomy H cenom.
yman, 4yTo TO/IbKO HO BpeMeHa Be/n-
KOro HMeLlecTneHnHkKa lpxemarssc-
KOro Turpbl cpean 6epa OHA cobak
racK.n H, /lolaeri-KopoB Aanwiu, ,bl
Honew Mc 6osinuck. JIn. - HeT. Tug
€CTb NP H NUPOM ocTaHeTca Bce*
|oa lak 6bi10 1 6yaet. TouHo!

«Oh man. did 1get myself into a
jam | fell captive...10 a tiger. Captive
w»a tiger! Lord a mighty! Sounds las
rinating! You can set* what he did to
my hair Gray. Gray like a fog. And
I'm not yet forty! Wouldn’t wish it on
my worse enemy And you ask: «W’hj
are von gray?*

* Gracious. That suhv I'm gray |
had Mirt of figured that it was only
when I'r/hevalskii was making hu
great travels that tigets dragged clogs
off in the middle of the day, that they
killed horses and cows and weren't
afraid of people. Ahh. not so. | lie ti-

* Oa, ve-e. Hi* Ha aepeso 3argdn |4 1 tiger and will remain a tiger.

1lee 3TO C/ANLWIKOM MPOCTO. TYT H3-
BpaLLleHVe U BbICLIEA NencuH H-/b-

That s the way it’salways 1kinand al-
ways will be. For sure!

—rKa-ncii wecy , MOXXHO bIK CKaulam.? - Well, nnnoo... He didn't dine me
NJio-0i. 11-abHc Ka-Hell-lle-e H3-Bpa up a tree, nnnoo. That d U ni too sim-

Te Hu-e. 1ioH.enancm*al ple. It wasawhole lot worse than that
\O**' —Jla kak? A Ho! mK. Mocnywati, downright insulting. Made a fool of

MoXeT ~ me...
, Mukrdgnas. -And Iww? Thisishow Listen, may*

ICWL1K rsoemy OXOTVHUM MY lie this will conic in ny4y!
naroBbI0. Yaca munbipe - elle cos- I drove out to my hunting cabin It
SW-TTOTrno.l*107 3Haews Wiisarimmml f<Hiroclock The sunwas >till
Tak) 10 naYunHHy? Bo-oi. KunyH 'M<to  shining. | u.ks in a Itig olr truck. You
HanbIBaA0A0N NpocToao, aneXok)CTb, know the kind. Well Iriev «all it a



npoxoaumocTs N NCINOBOpOT/IVBCC Ib.
Bbirpy3sun npoaykT, KankaHbl Ha
Heeno Xe npuexan. Pactonuna neys,
3aBen MmoTonwuny, Hanwunwn gpos. Anb-
Ta cobayka MOA - flaeyka BOCTOY-
Hocmbupckasa, cobonsaTHUKa, Kaba-
HANMLWA; yoexana oT wyma fa apima
HPOBEPUTLCHOH MnageHus. a. HauH-
NNN-HaKOOJ NIPOV Ha Heaento, npu-
roToBun y>XuH. 1lapesan xneba, 3asa-
pvn yaro. HaMn B MUCKY cyna, pas-
[ernca, cen 3a CToJ, B35 JIOXKY W...
TYT-TO BCe N HayaocCb.

B AHepb yoapuio 4to-To MX Koe,
31U.go.Lwano, 3ackynuno

- AfbTa. Tbl 4yero?

TONbKO MPUOTKPbLIT ABepU  Kak
MbILb — LUMbIF, W MO4, Hapbl 3a6mnack.
VIoOHM-ano. Np UTOCT NoXanosavl.
9TO X HMKaKO OXOTbl HE CTAHET  raK
nyaeTTo C3aan rocrniepeamn. To cOoKy
Hag,aywoii, NoKa cobaky He BbiLlarnaert.

Basn kapabwviH, Bbilen na Kpbi/ib
rno, Aa paspsaun BCO 0601My B Kyc-
Tbl BOKpPYr. Hy BOT, rosopto, AnbTa,
nau B | HOKO KOHYpPY  YLUIO rBOe Mny-
rasio. BeirHan cobaky, Hamn el CyH-
Ha B MMCOYKY. 3apsaana 1 nocrtasun
kapabuH BO3Me Asepw. TONbKO cen 3a
rTON U B PYKY JIOXKY B35i/1 — ONATbL B
[iBepb - CTYK, CKy/eX, LapanaHsbl.

BoT, Tan! B 3umMoBLE ee 3anyc-
TUTB? He roauTca B Ternsie NPoMbIC-
noBoi cobake Tomutbea. Oa v 6yaet
BCIO HOYb HOpP 06 yrnbl NepeTbes, Aa
CHerom ckpunetb. CTpesibbbl He 60-
nTca. Tak y)xe 6bl10 Yy MOero gpyra.
11e vbK HNLWLO!

A HOocaxy-Ka fl ee B KabuHy! Basan
cobaky H.| pyku - 6pblkaeTcs, pBeT-

slcdgc-hannnei for convenience's sake,
for its reliability, for iwability to ko any-
where. for its slowness. I'd unloaded the
food, the traps. | d tome out for a week.
| fired up the stove. live chain-
saw,cut up some firew ood. Alta, my ti>g
an eastern Siberian laika, a great
Jiid wild boai dog, had run off to get
away from the noise and the smoke and
tocheckont hcrtcrritory. 1 cutand split
firewood lot a week and llieu nuide din-
ner Cut the bread, brewed up tea,
poured some soup in a bowl, changed
clothes, sal down at tlie* table. li.nl a
s|htoH in my hand anti | hat's when it all
began.

Something soft hit the door, started
tO scratch, and whine

«Alia, wimt 4 up?*

| barely cracked the doot and
su ish. like a iihhisc, she ran under the
bunk. Ok,got it. we got atiger forcom*
pany And that means there won’t be
anv hunting, since it will U* either up
ahead or ofl to the side or out behind
until he gets the ilog.

1grab my rifle, go out on Ihe |*m h
and tiuli=id the entire magazine into all
[I»ebushes*. Ok, | say. Alta, get out in the
doghouse thescarecrow hasleft | ranthe
dog out of the cabin, poured her some
soup into nur 1 | rekxided the rifle and
placed it by the ditor | hadjust \it <knvn
andgrahbwlmyspoon, whenagain, there
isa knock, whining, scratching

lley. what a |iest. 1don’t want to let
Imi in the cabin cause the warmth is no
good fora huntingdog. And the tiger will
spend all night rubbing against the cor-
ners, cninchingthesnow. | le's not afraid



CA: HMKOrga Ha pykax He 6biBana |l
HowiCc K MawnHe MawwnHa 1 20 meT-
pax oT aHMOWbA.

M MOHMMAaELLIb» KaKoW TUrp Ha-
rNbiii?! ToNbKO AHeprny MalwHHM OT-
KpbUl, 8 OH iuit OH  WOET NPAMU-
KOM M3-3a «MMOBbW. .300POBEHHbIN'
Ku* He ctemHeno, tu iv.H XopoLwun
MOJ/HO.

Kyna TteBarbca? n MawunHy
XnonHy.| ABepueit cnxy 1 MmaTeprochb.
Ha ceb6s, Ha cobaky, Ha Turpa Mare
prock, aoH  mnaet! 1lopolicn K mawlu-
He, 000LLes Huicpyi O NON KabuHy 3ar-
nagbinact. wenb uwet. nackyga! Co-
oaka mi XXuBa. HA MepTua M. LWoae. He
nbwir. K Horam npwkas.K b. rorbkKo
tuapai Nnaer vHorga npy mopoxi'. A
OH, MOYIIOKa, MPbIF  Ha KanoT, Kor-
TAMM CKPEOET  Karo r-ro CKOJ1b3KUiA.
Mopol O CTEKNO NOTbIKA/ICA: XOPOo-
IO YTO CTEK/Ia MOKPbITbl N3MOPO3bI0,
HUYEro eMy CKBO3b HUX He BUOAHO WU
Wl Kpbily KabuHbl none.: K»k Kpbl-
W] xXecTaHaa XpynHyna v nporxy-
nacb. rak MHe He XOpOLLO c rano

Ber, KoHey, gymato. (Jac cTtekno
iu.iH.uiiin M n KproukKn KOITENM nonke
NA) lUMcpmo ITKMOpHeWwbIH ! >10Xe
Hado rak BAUNHyTL?! KapaCHW M3H*
MOHM , aKKyMYynsaopbl 06a ¢ mallu-
Hbl TN, J@ HO THapbl HOr ihhii .4TO6
3a negento Ha Mopu H He paspaau-
nncb Tel NoHMMaewwb?! 1134 ronosom
rPOMbIYAET-TUETCH XXErTUmMKN Kabu-
Hbl Ja-a..

Ctan B cebs npuxogutb, Korga
3amMep3. TUrp AaBHO YyXe | KabuHbI

CMPbITHY/. OA YIEerca MeX MallvHOWN
n iiimoiiwm, 1 9 Hee H oueneHeHUU

ofshots. The same thing happened with
a friend of mine You won't net a k!
mnlit s nst

Ok. 1 think. 11l put her in the cabin of
the truck! | grub the d<g into my arms
and she’s kicking, trying to break away,
she'd never boH1in anyone's arms before
\nd | head offto the truck The truck was
about 20 meters from i he cabin

)o uixti get liist Im\v rude the ti™er
was?! I'd just opened the truck door
when out becomes from ltehmd the cab-
in A bigone! It wasn't dark vet out and
bis silhouette was clearly visible.

What am 1going to do? Into the
truck! | slant the door and sit then, ami
i/uise. At mysell.at thedog .it ihetiger
I'm cursing and he’s walking around.
lbe tiger approaches the tnick, walks
amuml il,l<tok$ under the hood looking
for a crack. the bastard! The dog's nei-
ther alive nor dead, doesn’t seem to In-
bleat lung She 4bunched uptoiny kgs
shaking only \sben soiiH*thiog rustles.
And the n um. he jumps up onto the
truck hood,scratching it with hisclaws.
Alter all. tlie hood's slippery Jams his
mug light up agnnst the window. It s
goodthal thcwiiKlowv is trusted over ainl
\oii Can t see anything at all through it.
| lien be crawls on the mol | he n*o| is
tin ami crinkles anil Unds and mandn |
lie* feel very =1

Ok it's tin end. I'm thinking | ira
the glass will implode and his claws will
gel tangled up in adeath unp No w. v
lo break lonise. Man, H luul to turn out
like this, eb? TIiL 1t lie nill 1be cabin and
| ve taken hoth batteries out ot i be truck
and put them under the bunk so they



nosn nrnevatsieHMeM. Kak Kpblilwia, npo-
rHYBLUWNCb, FOMI0BblI KOCHYNack Criou-
no tii rpwsLl ana nnaswia no camyro
MaKyLLIKY » 3eMnio-mMaTtyLky. Co Bcex
CTOPOH NTaHUT: He BAOXHYTb, We Lue-
BeNbHYTbLCA, A NIeMNs XOnoaHasi, Xo-
nopa, NnpocavynmBaeMcsi CKBO3b KOXY,
CTbIHYT MbILWNbI, TAHET CYXOXWNKS,
KPYTUT KOCTWU, cepaLe XonoaeeT, 3a-
MupaeT. B-p-p-p!

MoxeT, n 3amep3s 6bl, ecnn 6 co-
6aka He weBenbHynacs Ou4HYynCH,
YyHC BYH). YTO PYK M HOTHE OLLyLLat0
Cran weBenntbCcs, Aeprarbcs, pacT-
patbca OTCKpeO6 fieq, Ha cTekne, T4
nyn cTouT, cTepBel, nel>eq mawwu-
HOW, cnyLlwaeT BHUMATe/IbHO, Kak yy-
Wy My3blKy. JlyHa nonHas, CHcu
KHUry MOXHO unTaTb, a Tuga no4utu
He BWAHO' TOJIbKO TE€Hb €ro, Aa Ha
TEHbK 4YTO-TO Npu3payHoe, NOny-
npo3payHoe 4YyTb CBETUTCHA C/IOBHO
060/104Ka Ay Absakosbc Koii. BOT OH
KakoW, /TyHHbI Lwepb!

A Horamm ronato Ha cugeHbe trpw
rato, opy-pvratocb a toi CHOUT Ha-
chaxpaaetca. Cen HOWOM nup, 3aBa-
TUNCA HABOK, HOCYYH/T flanamu, Hepe-
BEPHY/Iea Ha CMNVHY, ep3aer Ha cHery
Llecwito emy 3aBblBaeT, YpPUnUT, TONIbKO
cMexa [eMOHCKOro He XBaTaer.

Cobaky K cebe npwuxan pyku
| peto - HOpMasibHO, a MOMMU THato

HOrM Mep3HYT. BMCKOYHN-TO 6e3
MOPTAHOK  HOCKW TOJIbKO Ha HOrax,
nog Kyp|k«># TOnbkO ogHa pybaxa,
XOPOHHO, YTO LWanKy Haaen

[low | 10 MHe, YTO MOpPW L1 CU/IbHO-
M) He 6b1110. Ha KpUKKY Ny p BHUMaHUSA
He obpallaeT. Hawen cnnykn B 6ap-

wonhin’t lose their charge in the frest
over lhe week You get the picture?!
Above my head there’s racket, like thr
tin cabin is landing in. Yeah..,

| soon realize I'm freezing. The tiger
had long ago jumped down off the hood
and was sitting totween (het nick and the
cabin, Fin in a siujinr, since the mot is
caving m touched rmy head. As if the ti-
gers paw pressed me in ihe Mother
ground down to my crown |’m cnished
in from all sdes. cant breath you caml
mxne. And Hicgnuind iscokl,colil isuep-
iug in 1krough my skin, my inus<lesgrow
numb, tin smewsstretch, Ito T -stwist, | he
heart's getting cold, slopping BnTnT...

| might havr frozen lo death if the
dog hadn't i stirred. | conic toand leal-
ize | can't fcrl my handsor toes I si.irt
torw>ve, to twitch, rubmv hands togeth-
er. Scratch awav some iee from tlk*glass
and take a look: he’s standing there, the
cad, right in front ol the truck, listening
carefully, like to his favorite music. It s.i
till I noif>n There’ssnow. You could read
a book and the tigi r is almost invisible;
all you«an see is his shadow. Aliove 114*
shadow i here is something shining tranv
parent. semi-transparent, like thedevil's
soul outline. Oh. what a lunar animal

| stamp my legs, jump up and dow n
on th<scat howler and curse. Inn lie
stands there, enjoying himself, then the
tiger Misdow n, rolls ontohis.side, spreads
his paws rollson his Itack. wiggling and
scratching in ihe snow lie's having .i
good time, howling, gurgling, all that's
missing is vime devilish laughter

| press the dog to iir\ w.mn up bin
hands, that’sok now, but | am stamping



Jauke, CTaUl KOKMWUT., WHbIPATb U3
NPUT KPbITOW ABEPLbl  FTCK/O onyc*
Kb Nosiies NOMMeT Nup, 4To Mo He
WK NC.TC C AHEPIIon, na 1 Bapyr aa-
HOM MnonpobyemM Ma NpPo4YHOCTb Ho
nvp KONMMHO rofloMy OHycKaer KynaH*
hillM CWYKaM [Ja cneguT, Kak OHU
NMoTyXaloT HCHery. |{agepran u3 cnae-
Hbsi METOLLH KaKoW-T, obmMoTan raii-
KW, NOKMrato, fa LUBLIPSAKD U LUEPH
Ho or oTtowen noganblle. y BUTA,
iij}>le» kaKk 3acHy/1 gaxe 9 1 MOKOM
HbU1. 1 OpaJl, N Xenesskamu i1 >4yan, u
AviepHein xnonas: He yxoauT!

CTtan1 necHu urnx», ce”a nogbaapu-
BaTbl'ltpai v lie caaeTca Haw ropsblii
Wapsar!" \ Houb Bce IsaHeres. UTo Tl
ly t ene laeiiib? OcTaeTca opgHo:
nnatb 00 yTRa. XAy, Horamn <ryuy

McpcHivrt Uto genatb? I KUMOUHC
KOCTEp He pauseacumn» MalluuHy cna-
v [a H 13 yero kocrtep? N3 cn-
newss yto nn?

r>oluMMEX CUAEHLEM W MaHes1bto
npucriocobwusncs npuceparts. o Ha of-
HOW Hore, TO Ha gpyroiu. 'Tennee.
A nartblii.i Ha HOrax Hee pawL mMepa
Hyr HawyHan wvog cunensem xene-
39Ky-MOHTUPOBKY. MPOnoposn aep-
MaHrMK. pasogpan cuaeHbe, Halmnal
narbl, pasyncs, pactep nasbLpl, 06-
BEPHY/1 BaTON, HATAHY/1 HOCKM OOMO-
i.Li KyCKOM TPSIHKH. rBepXy MOJIN H-
NIEHOM: B carnorun y>e He 3acyHellb.
CHauyana ogHy Mory, notom Apyryto
Horn cnaceHbl. 3acyHysn Wy H rose-
HMWa  nce Tensee. A HOYL-TO BCH
elle Krnepegy - siyHa T.M.KO A0 rno*
nonHubl gobpanacb. Tud Bce cTepe-
XKET. He yxoanT Kak ero npowiatb?...

my feet, they’re freezing | left the cabin
without putting on my footclothes, just
some socks, with only a shirt under mv
coal Good thing | pul on my hat.

I'm lucky the frost isn't very liaril
outside. The tiger pay's no attention to
mv yelling hound some matches :1: the
glove b»ox, started light mg: Ihiii up, flick-
inn them out the open dix»r. | ni afraid
to roll down tix* window He might get
theideath.it it’snot allth.it solid a thinE
andtr\ out its durability But the tiger
jilm lowershis headlotliefallen tnatili-
is. watches how they go out in the «now.
1grab some cotton from the scat, bunch
ii mloahalloverascrew-nut,light it up
and fling it at tlie tiger 11c moves off a
it turther, setlies liar kdown, even looks
like he's fallen asleep | how 1like .1 " olf.
and holler, andhangsoinc metal ami slam
the door, hot hcdoi-sni go away!

| start singing songs, try ing to Iwl-
ster my spirits, «the brave Varangian
does not surrender to its enemy...— And
the night stretches on, So. what could
X? done? All that's Iclt is to wait until
morning | wait Bang my legs togeih
er; they’re freezing What am | going to
do? You can't start acampfire 111.1 truck
or you'll catch it on fire. And besides,
what am | going to make a fire with'
With the seat?

Getting sideways U'twccii the seat
and the dashboard. 1 manage to make
2R1%5 | irst on one leg. then onthe other
That’s warmer Even so mv toes are
freezing | feel fora crmv Kir under the
seat, rip open the seat cover togpt at the
cotton wool to stuffinto my I*»nts | wrap
up my t(»esand stret<h my socks o\ cr all



M -ma...

UYTOo-TO M3meHunocb. C Tpya0Mm
NMbINPAM.TA0 anTekliee refo. Hormn?
[Ja Hc-e - XuBble HOT. Jlyna nepe-
6panacb Ha OpPYryt0 CTOPOHY, CBETUT
uepea CTEK/0 Npasou AgepLbl. Cnnunt
ApyrmMm ceetoMm B kabuHe u3HyTpwu
Bblpoc/a 6enas weperb — vHen. MHen
6eneet lle>kenTeeT OT CBETa /NIyHbI, a
6eneet. PacceeT? TOYHO!

Mpouapanan Ha cTekne rnasok,
rnsaHyn C Apyroin cTopoHbl. THrpa
nei! OTKpbIN ABeply, OCTOPOXXHO
BbIrAHYN. Hety!

B yTpeHHeM cHere necTpuT CHer,
NCTOMTaHHbIA TUrpoMm Ywen? BHu-
MaTeNlbHO Hee BOKpY! ornsgbisato.
Ywen! PacnaxvBato AsepLly, BCTato Ha
HOJTHOXKY, FOTOBbIA €HPbIWYTb H 6e-
XaTb B 3IMOBbE, HO.,, FPOMbIXHYBLUUIA
Pblb TOSIKHY/1 06PaTHO B K;*OHHY. Noa-
HepCB ABepb 3MUMOBbLA CMMHOM, Ha Kp bi -
neuke pasBasINICA MoOCaTbIiA.

UTo6 Tebe BUAHA, HU NOKPbIBLLN!
3010Tble YyIrn rna3 Ha pPaccToaHUmn
obxuratoT. BoT e Hawen cebe pas-
BfiedeHne nopgsoral He* xouert ne
XaTb Ka «Hery, yBaJiH/1ea Ha cyxoe
Kpblneyko!

ConHeuHbIW Nnyy AOTPOHY/CA A0
yrosika o6|KK Lweto negsHon LepCTbio
BETPOBOro CTek/a, OLWYMbIWLW XPYn-
Kne BOJIOCKM, C/IOBHO MepecynTbiBas
MX. cpaBHMBas Opyr ¢ Apyrom, rnepe-
rnonsaeTt crnpasa Haneso, HaBepHOe,
y>XXe nongeHs. AnbTa BCe Tak e Vo/-
|"*»! MBAET Oi KaxXXA0ro 3BykKa, 0becrio-
KOEeHO 3arnaabiBaeT B MOW [/1a3a.

Yto, nogpyra? epHyna H'6a He-
nerkas nepeceyb TUTPUHBIA MyTb!

that, then wrap all that with a pieceuf
cloth and ilien some pl.tMic. You won't
get that foot back in a hoot. But first one
foot. then the other, getting them into
the top jKtrl oi the boot My feet are at
IcaM saved But the night4 still ahead;
the moon hasjust made it the half way;
point. And the tiger’s just there guard-
ing, hasn't hIt. llow am | going to drive
him away? Damn!

Something’s changed. | can barely
straighten out my numbbody. My legs?
Yeah, they realive. Hie nukT is nowon
the other side and is shining through tin
right door Unchanged its color. n
white wool of hoarfrost has coveretl
things inside the cabin. The hoarfrost
grows whiter. It doesn’t get yellowier
from the moon's light, but whiter. Does
tli.ii mean dawn? Precisely!

| scratch an eye-hole <in the window,
take alook. From the other side. | lie ti-
ger’sgone. | openthedoor, carefully tak-
ing» kexok Nothing!

The snow trampled down by the ti-
ger is dazzling iu morning light. Has he
left? 1take a careful look around. He’s
gone | open tlu* door a bit more, stand
on the running board, andabout tojump
and run forthecabin when. .a thunder-
ing roar drives me back into the cabin.
Leaning with hisbut k up against the cab-
in's door, the striped thmg had stretched
out on the porch

May von never have house or homel
The golden asheso! hiseyes bum in the
distance. You've found yourself a plate
tolling out, you Lxst.ml! You don’t want
to liearound in rheMiow, found yourself
adry porch to hang out on!



Jonrexelieann acHWUN 6yaeT aepxa n»
HK 1 3anoXHnkax? HoH Kak pasner-

CA HaKpbl/ieyke: C/IOBHO XaH. | 1lactpo-

(N «MOJTYYUN. Tebs, HOUTO Bbl TOHU

CTavio. Hw yXX, AyaAKW' BCHO XXUN3Hb ik*
Vie.MO C ronakamMmu: To yKpasan TO ce*
hj'i pacnopon, 10 nog malwuvHy nona-

Jia, To orpaHunack. Il KOIbKO CO00-
NATUHLUA YMHULUA Bblpoc/nia Ha Tebe;
HEN3MEHHO NOMKETbI ee Map!» Taex-

Hbii. VCT yX, ayakn! Mbl ewe no*
CMOTPUM KTO KOro.

CKONbKO MOXeT TUrp xagartb? 1o
nopjii. Hegemo. AHa .4nH.cunl.Ol Hue-
paiuiinii Beuep, yxxenpowsio. OmM .nm-
ed nnTb? ConHue K/TOHNTI nre HHXXC,
C/TIOBHO BCMAaTpUBasACb W ceasionuHy
COMKWN rae OHO COOH|KICTIN YHOTHO
YCTPOWUTCHA Ha HOYb, U >Ke/TbIM CBETOM
Jium H ibci Hanorncpok Ha Tny6on
XOSiof, LepLiaBoro cHera Turp, criom-
MO CDUHKC, POBHMW MOJIOXNB Mepes,
roboto MWM, BbIMATUB rpyab U rop-
‘0 NOAHSAB rosIoBy, TYPUTCH Ha 1O J1-
uT*. FNapga e T cnendarca or ceeta, OH
4yacTo moprsner, HO CMOTPUT W FMor-
pLW Ha COMHLE, CIOBHO HaMy4YeHHbIN
YXaKO0N, MPUHMK K NMPOXIaaHOM XN-
Boii crpye n ynuBaeTca C HE/IHKUM
HacnaxnrHuem TaK HOT On Kakoi,
COMHeuHbIn aepb! Tak boi noyemy
el LKypa VMeeM rnce OTTEHKU COJl-
HeyHoro guckal

ConHLUEe CKpbINOCh, /Iy4n TOpOr-
JIMBO iio6ck.1iii HOCK/MOH Vconkun Ha-
BEPX W. 3alepXXaBLUNCb Ha BepLUVHE,
6eccnegHo H|HHanwu. cnoBHO cnpbIr-
HYN NTeMHe Ty 6eaHy. Kak Bce
TakKn XOPOHIO COYeTaeTCA UUCT LUFPH-
HOWM LWIKYpbl C LiBe TOM GpeBeHYaTomn

The sun’s rays Ix'gm to strike a cor
net of the windshield's icy wool, touch-
ingeach tender thread. like n wascount-
ing ihem, comparing them one toanoth-
er, crawling from right lo left. It's proba-
bly already midday. Alta continues to
shudder from each sound, glancing trou-
bling into my eyes.

Well buddy? You're getting yours
forcro®»inga titer's path! Is | hat aspgon-
na keep M4 here like hostages far a long
time? There he is. all stretched out on
the porch, likea king' lie's.set to get you
no matter \vhat it takes. No wav! My
whole life I've had hail lin k with «logs
eit herthey get stolen, ora male wild hoar
pokes em. or they get nin over by a car,
orthey gel poivmed. And now this good
sable ilng has come of age and here you
gn. the tsar of | he taiga he>it in for you.
N«>vay.man. We |l sec wh<tyets whom.

I low long can atiger watt/ They say
a week Counting yesterday evening
iwo days have passed. Does | hat mean
five more logo?'l liesunsdips lower anti
lower, peering through the saddle of the
In Zwlicie it coinlortal =v seti ks in lor tlie
evening, pouring its yellow rays into the
icy blue cold of the shaggy snow The ti-
ger. like asphinx, placing his paws even-
ts hi front of himself, thrusting his breast
forward and proudly raising Ins head
squints into the sun | Its eyes tear from
i he light, he blinks often, but he watch-
esand watclie's the min, like with areally
thirsts lieing. pressing himself to I he
cold, living stream ami drinking with
great satisfaction And that's the kind oi
m«inr annual he isl That’s why b -«it
hasall the Nhadesot the sun!



CTeHbI N306YLWKN! 11|»LLypurLLca 1N He
MOHATHO: TO /1N aT0 KyMYy CyXWUX SI1C-
| beB BETPOM Hamesno, TO N1 Mycop
kakon-To. CosnHua 4aBHO YXe MeT, a
rnasa Turpa Bce CBETAT, C/IOBHO ABa
OKOHLIAa. 38 KOTOPbIMW CryCTOK CBETa,
YKPbITbIA OT Mupa 1 06n1ayvYeHHbI B
TONCTYIO WKYPY. Tak XXe ny nogen y
KOro Ayuia cset/nias, y TOro H rnasa
cusarT. Hy ncpaBHeHMe! lyula aToto
n3gesarens n ayuia XopoLlero Yyeno-
Beka? Ho Bce paBHO: KpacuBbIvi 3Bepb
OueHb KpacuBbli!

Mwpaa HouMM U<xore, NMNoayTp)
TUrP oboLlesl BOKPYr MalluvHbl Moj-
nes3 nop, kabuny, PbIPKHY/1 HEA0BO/b-
HO. HaBepHOe, HEOCTOPOXHO HH X-
Hyn edkuii 3anan asTomobuns. Mo-
TonTasica PAaoM U, Kpaayyuch noLuen
no Kosiee Koro-to nouysan? berom um
LLIMOHbe! Hblngan MUHYTY. TUXO OT-
KpbIBato ABepLLy W... ObICTPO 3aCKakKr
uaio obpaTHO: A nNnTas TeHb MesbK-
Hy/1a Ha TPOMUHKe, BeAyLLEeN K pyYblO.
BoT ragcrteso! He ycnen!

'KO/IbKO BPEMEHU MHE Hafo, YTO-
6bl NpobexaTb 20 meypoB. Hago Ho-
eyTtarb. Jlyywne crnopTCcMeHsb! Mpo-
6eratoT 100 meTpo» in 10 cekyHA.
A He o4yeHb 6bICTPO Gerato, 6erosoii
[OPOXKWN 306eCb HEeT — CHer, nnc
“06yBb [a ogexpaa. NonydyaeTcs, 4TO
He 6bicTpee, yem 100 meTpoB 3a 20
CeKyHf,. YTOCKOpOCTb. AuctaHuus 20
MET POB r NATb pa3 MeHbLUe. 20 ceKy 1A,
pasgenutb Hab. Nnony4vaeTcs, YTO MHe
Ha0 HMKaK He MeHbLLIe 4CeKyHA, YTO-
Obl Ao6exarb OT MalWHbl A0 TMO
BbH Bcero 1cekyHApbl.

lak. Tenepb NoaymaeM, Kak Gera-

1lie sun disappears but iLsrays liast-
ily run up along ilk4slopes and lioltl tu
the lops, then disappear without atrace,
like they'd jumped into a darkening
chasm. And oh how harmoniously the
colorofaiigerscoat ISlendswithihecab-
in”™ logwalls] If von squint then it’s not
clear if it's a pile of dry leaves the wind
has blown up or mmHe kind of garbage.
| he sun is longgone, hut the tiger'seves
arealight, like two littie windows behind
which there is a source of light now
closed oft to the \Qrld and encajjsulated
ilia thick lui. It’s the same with people:
those with a pure spirit have shinning
eyes. So what’s with the comparison!
Comparing | he spirit of this scorner and
the spuit of agood |1 rson? Even so. it’s
a beautiful animal. Extremely beautiful!
The second night is on iis way out
Toward morning the tiger circles the
inick, climb undertheengine, sin ¥s1lis-
contentedly. Probably got a good whiff
ofthetnick’s foul smell | le stompsnear-
by and stealthily takes off down the rut
I las he sensetl something? Need Lo run
to the cabin! Pausing for a moment,
| quietly open the door and , quickly
jump back m: tin? longshadow flashes on
the trail leadingtothecrcck. Thesmuck’
Didn’t mpke it in time!
How much time do | need to cover
20 meters? Let’scouni.Thebcsi athletes
do 100 meters in 10seconds. |don't run
very last, tins isn t a track field, there's
snow, plusmy «footwear* and tivecloth-
ing. Probably no belter than a 100
meters in 20 seconds. That's the speed.
Thedistance is20 milit s, five 1ink’s bss
20 seconds divided by B»>me,ms 111 ,,GIN



ti Tvrp. MHoOro pas HMAen Ho creaam,
Korga nup artakyeT. MepBble Oro
NPbLXKKYA HUKaK He MeHblLUe 7 METPOB.
Toectb 20 METPOB A4N1 HEro aTo Bce-
ro 1 |w npbkka. Tpyn npbiXka Oas
Turpa KO He 6onbiw | cekyHAbl. T10-
yyaeTcs, 'HO MOXHO Obl/1I0 ycneTb
JvHykaTtb, Korga Turp ortowles mMeTt-
poB Ha 80 3TO HOW OO TOT Keapa.
Ecnn no popore. iy BOH OO0 TOWO
oyipa, ecnn no TpoHe. Il nce. C gpy*
MXCTOPOH 3ap0oc/v MOYTU BNIOTHYIO
noAcTynatoT K 3MMOBblo  11cnpornvi-
HMe 3apocnn. XXanb! bbin e LwaHCc!
Mouemy 0141 He loiuu, mnna nup
oToLlen no kKosee? Begb Ha 1UO meT-
poB otxoau U [Jak< MbIC/IKN He BO3-
HUKIO 4TO ycneto aobexarts' Kak non
rmnHosom!

Hy, B(0!' Tenepb Haao Obl K. rol-
HbiM Kak* TO/IbKO TUTP OTONAET Ha
OC.30HacHOe paccTtofHne  crapT!

{vmnnn paccwy ¢ ycunuem nono-
/i nMcaeT 1 cebe .b-Mmmko. Jlomna Hexo-
i« HaaaaeTcs, C/I0BHO imk peiiko Npu-
Kfemnacb K .WwesyiaMm U ie. OTpbIBasCh
noosivom. tpa.i\ e racHyl Cwurpne-
<41 Ha Kpblneuysc ONyCcTUN TAXENyl
rofioBy Ha ianbl rnasa 3akpbli, HO
YN CTOAT TOPYKOM, HAMEeNenbl Ha
MaLUuHy, oBul Kaxabli .Lwyk, Conog
nan o cebe rHatb: MMHYLLHH >XenyaoK
HPUTArMMAarT ro H,KO O4HU MbIF/IN O
ene W n3bywke HakpbIT nos. He-
yXenu nup He Hpotaopaaca? Unm
npuLLen 3aKnenTb co6ayuNTN HOH, HaeB-
wuck Ha iit' ii .iH) Bnepen? Yto-T10 He
bepnun». UYTo XeHpuayman, 4ion om
ywen? Kak nporHatb? Y«M oTTeub?

KnHY'rb B Hero... MOMrHPOBKOWA!

at least four seconds to run from the
truck to the cabin.Just four seconds’

So now let’s think a*>ut how anger

runs. 14 e seen many timcs, by the tracks.
th.it when a tiger isoH the atlack, Ins ini-
tial leapsareal least 7 meters. That means
20 meters in three lexps for him. Three
jumps foratiger is less thana second. So
1have a chance to outrun him if he is at
least 80 meters away. Chats over lliere
by that Korean pTte. Il along the mad.
Or cner there by the hill, Il ak >tgtii<*trail
And this =it Thickets come almost right
up against the cabin fromall other sides.
Impenetrable thickets What a shame!
| herewasachance! Why wasn't | ready
when the tiger headed down the mis?
He'd move offa 1(H nn leis! Didn't even
come to mind that I'd had time to run'
lake | was hypnotized!
Well, that's it! | need to e ready,
\s soon as the tiger mows to a sale dis
lance. I’'moll
| he winter dawn with an effort
movin the earth in it' direction. The
earth reluctantly gives way as it tirm-
Iv glued to the stars, and they alter
Iteing torn treego out, one bv one. 1 lu-
nger lies on the (torch lie's dropped
his heavy head on his paws, bis eyes
are closed, but his ears are perked up
straight, directed at the truck, catch-
ing every sound Cantin' is getting to
lie an issue and the tightening stom-
ach attracts only one thought: lood.
Che table N\ vr' in the cabin Sun Iv
the tiger’sgotn n hungry? Or did he
head out lor dog meal with aload on
lor a week? Doesn't seem believable
Wliat do | need to <€<to get hnn to



MOHTMpOBKa rnonagaet emy MnpsMo B
06, TnMrp peeeT OT cTpaxa un 6onu,
nyraetcs wW... yéeraet! A ecnu paaos-
NIHTCA, NPbLIFHET Ha MallnHy, yaaput
nanomn HU Xpynkomy ctekny? Ckopee
BCEro, Tak u M=« LieT. Y nixe npn
aymatb?

Cobaka rnokopHo Tepnut. C. tOHHO
Tak 1 OO/MKHO Oblm». rpetb MMHMHA,
He LLIeBe/INTLCA U TeprneTb 6ecKoHeu-
HO TepneTsb.

Mopo3 kpenyaeT Bce uvalle npwu-
XOAUTCA rpeTbes, npucenast 60kom H
ict HO KabunHe, NN OTXKMMAasACb Ha
pykax, nexxa Ha cugeHnn. KabuHa mns-
HYTPW MNOKpbl/1acb TOJICTbIM C/10EM
nHea Bpemsa OoT BpemeHu ouumiato oT
Nbaa rnafiok HacTekse v NornaabHAK0
nanu |M - TOT C y40BOJIbCTBUEM MNpU-
CNyLWNHACHA K MOeW HO3HW U BCe fie-
XUT, Nnwb wn.lpegka MeHss Mnosbl
A 4TO eMy: HebOCb, MLLIACCH XXMPOM Ha
.INMy. OTKOPMUBUUH |. Ha KabaHax
KOTOPbIX B (TOM rofly MHOro.

Nce valle HacTynaeT anatua. Xo-
floq, NPOHUKAET U re.do, HO HC'T Xena-
HWS HOHK BE/IMKAH  BOr TakK U 3a-
Mep3atoT. Bce TpyaHee cebsa 3acTas-
NnAB npucegam» U omKMMaTbcs. Bce
cnabee CTAHOBATCH PYKU N HOMU

TpeTtnin paccnei. HeBbIHOCUMBbIN
YTPEHHUIA XONoA, rPOMKO | PerHyn
CTBOJIOM A€epeBa U C LLUOPOXOM i ran
paccbinateca of NpPUKOCHOBeEHMUA
Xentorw cHera. CNOBHO OHO.MHHB-
riieb. COJIHLE pacrnycTuio BCe CBOMU
N4 U CbINET HO HUM, KaK MosioTKam
KOopnyckynamu npuspavyHoro tensa
[JeHb pacnnbiBaeTca MAKHeET OTTe-
nens. VIHEN nn CTEKNe NMOTEMHEN, Ho-

leave? How can | drive Inm away?
How can | distract him?

Thtm the ... crowliar at him? The
crowhar will get him right in the fore-
head. the tiger will roar with fear and
pain, grl spooked and .. mn away. And
wh.il ilhefiets really angry jumpsonthe
truck, Slams his pawon the fragile glass?
That's most likely to happen What else
can | come up with?

The dog is passively suffering
through all I his Asifit s|ust theway it s
Mipposed to Ik* warm her master, stay
still .11l 1km with it. indefinitely bear
with it

The frost gels more intense More
andmoreoften | have to tloone foot In/bs
in the ti“ht cabin and push upson the
seat. The inside of ilmcabin is covered
hi a thick layer of hoarfrost. | now and
again scratch a hole through the wind-
shicld ice toglanceat the tiger. Ik*listens
to my fussing with a certain ilegree of sat «
isfaction, just mt ting there, only occasion-
ally changing |x»sition. What's lie got to
worryablHH: lie's piol=>.ibly fattened up for
the winter, feeding on this year's abun-
dant wild boar.

Apathy sets in more frequently. Tin
cold is penetrating my horlv, but 1don’t
have any desire to move. But that's the
way people freezeto death. It takes more
and more to force mvselfto do 1tols and
push ups. My legs and arms are getting
weaker and weaker.

The third dawn. The intolerable
morning cold loudly cracks at ™ trnnk
wiiha nisi leand In-gins to tall apart from
a contact with the yellow light As if it
li.nl Jiisi woken up. thesun lets K im-wit h



TsHxenen, megneHHo 110110.1n0 min i.

Uepes yncrtoe CTeks10 CMOTPIO,
KaKk CMHEEeT CHer Ha CK/I0OHEe COHKW.
npumnapanaHHoin 6enn3Hon bepes.
Cpeay 6enoto U CUHEo, CNIOBHO cTa*
pbic ! pewinH™ - yepHble rTmo.u.l
KPSXKNCTbIX Ay60B. 11030/104C11116C
HCy/erewHHMN INCTbsiMn. Kpacmso
et HMYero ocCo6eHHOro: C NHW CHer,
6enble orpenu, YepHblie* OyObl, Xen-
Lble INCTbA, 3e/ieHble Keapbl. HO
OYeHb KpacuBO.

Tin p, nexxa Ha 60Ky, HO oyepean
BbITArMBaeT MaHsbl. JTaHbl, NnogparHkas.
L ANYTCH AocTaTbh YTO-TO Hepocarae-
MOe. C/IOBHO HeJlenyto LWapsAT, OLLY bl-
Bas | paH1ny <Hera n HO My4a, HeOXWu-
[AHHO pacryckKascb KOTMK)bIM LyUrn-
KoM Yerblpe LBeTKa cMepTn TaK HoT
MHN Kakue, LUBeTbl cMepT ul

Minonb» nonbITAWHAaACL, TUQ cen.
CKyyasl, MoornsaabiBasica 1 ycranmncs
Haconky. Co3epuaeT. | K*yxenn nemy
HpaBUTCA Men3ax?

BAOpyr oH HacTopoxwunca. FnaguT
MPAMO Ha CK/OH c o n«xw . MOMMBLUUCH
Briepes, criywaeT v cnywaeTt 3MMHIOK
KapTuHy Mopgaa r/10BHO MpUHUKIA
K NICTOYHUNKY 3BYyKa. A WYK He cna-
6eeT OH Hee cusbHee nbeT. Ero
CTPyS BCe LWMpe, U rmyoxXeTurp K Hew
MPUHUKaET.

Yro ram MoXeT 6bITb? TUrp pes-
KO NpHNCcTaul. Hanparca MeaneHHo
cen nHs ib. Xvoc | nnéecnokowncs, 3a-
CYyeTUNCA BOKPYr MOSIOCaTON CMHHbI.
HeoxugaHHO nepegHue gaHbl Noa/io*
MH/INCb. MNP TMPUTHYCA U CXasica
Ysugen!

Uro >xe oH yBugen? Brnagbivn-

all its raysand usingthemaschutes pours
down along them corpuscles of illusive
wanm h. The clay melts by, grows softer.
A thaw.The hoarfrost «i 1 lie windshield
grows darker, heavier, slowly starts to
slide clown.

| can see through the cleared glass
the blue sitowon the hill slope scratched
with the whites of the lurch trees The
white and 1 lie-blue are cracked with the
black of sturdy oaks gilded with lasi
year's leaves. |( is beautiful. It snothing
special, really, just blue snow, white
birches black oaks, yellow leaves, green
Korean pint's But it’s really beautiful,

The tiger, resting on Ins side,
stretches his paws by turn. The paws,
quivering,neat h nut asiftoget at some-
thing like lliey are blindly feeling for
the edge of the snow and air. unex-
pectedly loosing the claws like .1 bud.
Four flowers of death. And uh.it flow-
ers of death they are!

After stretching lor .1 while, the ti-
ger sits. b, looking around, staring
at tlk* hill. Beholding it .ill Can hereally
lie enjoying the landscape?

Si tddenlv he's*ingilard looking right

at tin* hillside. Moving fnrwatd. listening
;uid listening Id tlie winter [*>nnui As if
h>muzzle =dnnking in the source of the
sound. But the sound doesn't die down. Xk
toM st irearkl nkHT intensely  Us stream
iswider and wider and the tiger drinks it
in deeper and ek |ur.

Wliat sgoingon over then ' The ti-
ger stands quickly. i<tense* Then slowly
sits down aHA The tail is tumbled.
Mailisl bustlingaround llie strip»*! b.n k
Suddenly the lorepawsbreak down the



IOCb BEK.IOW M3amMeyaro cpeam 3apoc-
LB reMHMIA npomesnck [MoTom ewe
oauviH. loTom eLle. PazHOro pasmepa
KabaHbl!

HeToponnneo. ocTaHaB/IMBasACh U
npucnylwmeBaschb, snepegn TabyHa
NOeT KpynHas eHHHbM 3a Me»i Nof4-
CBUHKMW. MOpPOC Mbl Bec* iiai TpoXeH-
uble, BHUMaTesbHble Kro-Tounx cnyr-
HY/l C YIOTHOIO COJIHUeNneKa. rae v
MeJIKOM AYOHSAKE U OpellHUKe OHU
texkal ncrn. geHs Hm noyemy OHWU He
6eryt7 O6bI4HO nNepeberatoT Na ipv-
rvio conky, B gpyrme 3apocnn. He-
yXXenu urp» yek. lit nHpHHMe cneapbl
TPEXAHEBHOW MHHOCTM U rakepan
H.H ropoXunuce? Heyxenn inii>He
noaet aa HUMN?

Hukakoii peakuum! CMOTPUT Ha
Ka3aHOB, N Aaxe C Merta He COBUHY-
ca! OnnH 3a gpyrum kKabaHbl yLInu
Hapexpaa HA cnaceHue, Tak SipKoO
BCMbIXHYyBLIas noTyxsia Cnesbl 0Tya-
AHMA 3aTymaHunu B3rnag Komok
obnabl =>ac|psn 1 ropsne U HMKaK He
tpotna(biBaeTCst

Turp ccecngni Ywm ckyvarowe
BEpTATCA B pasHble <rpounm 3eB-
HYB. 11.101 MY/1 LUEK N CTasl 1n3aTh He
CMblBaeMble NO.10rbl Ha ipyn. Cnos
HO BbIrNaXkneas Bbl/IeN/MBas, BamMm
Ayuwly, BNaabl4ecTBYOLLLYIO Hag, 3eM-
neii. Han Taiiroin, Hag BpemeHeMm! ..

- M-na
bonatm XpOMOW iHipocenok. <3
ctan hi raovtia n npynan Ha Tpex HO
lax, n») BCEX CUN HbIbIACH AOrHATb
copogmuyein [lonpbiraeT M BCTaHeT,
O igblxaeT. rnonpbiraet u BCTaHeT
Hot TyT-TO nNup u He BblaepXas

tiger liends down and bows lie's seen
somethingl Wliat b if? | |Her over al the
lull and catch sight o] something dark
amidst ihe thickets Then another «akl
Vet another. Different si®Nis. Wild [jars'

Slow ly, stopping and listening, a
large vow move* ahead of the herd. Out
Imhind are younger pigs, pigk'ts. All are
alert allentivc Someone lias spooked
them off their cozy sunnv §*>r in asmall
oak and ha/tl nut grove where they
lounge around all day But why aen't
they running? Usually they run loan
nth<Thill,toanothert;hi{kit Could tliev
have come a<ross three day old twer
traiks and immediately put on tlu ir
guard? Can it lie dial the tiger won't go
aflerlheni?

No reactionl Du* tiger watelies (he
wiki Iniar and doesn't even budge from
his spot. One tiv «rethe boars leaxe Hie
hojK* lor salvation that had flashed so
brightly diesaway Tears of despair log
my view A clump ofinsult gut «.tuck in
my throat ami doesn't swallow down.

The ti”er continues to sit thi re His
ears indifferently twist in dillerent dira
tion\ Yawning. he bends Ins neck and
lieginslo ik kat iim-imMiblr stripson his
chest, like he is ironing them, chiseling
and shaping the soul, ruliog over the
liarth, over the Taiga, over Time

Well damn .1 ngk*t has saved H/

MopoceHok MeHs cnac A sick. lhibUingpiglet It gotten behind

the herd jumping on three legs trying
withal! its might tocatch upto its rela-
tives lumps and stops, r<ts jumps and
stops And that’s when tin- ii®\,.r )
couldn't restrain him* It Takes off to-
ward him at a short cul Mever even



Mowen K HomMV Haro|>opcn. axe nn
p1<> lit* ornAHyncs, C/IOBHO M He
6M.10 Tp< VCVIOYHOW 04 N1.1bl.

[ v Bbbkaan npcms U 6erom
H MMonbe HoO 6exaTb He mory!
Horu cseno or gonroro ( HNeHHS.
T/AK Ha NONYCOrHYTbIX W AOMNNencs.
20 MmMpoB bl 20 cekyHA,. A nn crnpa-
wmBaewb: "Mouyemy cegoin?" Hoi oH
Kakoh - wwrp

likKSked back. like he hadn't been on a
three day stakeout.

1\v,nt for several seconds and start
running to the cabin. Bui | can’t run
My legs cramp after sitting so long. In*
stead | wend my way, half bent 20
meters in 20 seconds. And you ask:
«Why are you firay-haired?* There's
why - the tiger.






